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The Coins of the Anatolian Seljuq Sultan Siyavus (Jimri) ¥ by Dr. Nezihi Aykut (Assistant Professor of Department of
History, Faculty of Letters, University of Istanbul)

Led by Mehmed Beg, the Quaramanids, who played an important role in Turkish history, rebelled against the Mongol-domi-
nated Seljuq administration and captured Qunia in the 13th century, raising Siyavus (later known as Jimri), the son of ‘Izz al-
Din Kaykawus II, to the Anatolian Seljuq throne. The dinars and dirhems that Siyavus struck in his name are regarded as
amongst the rarest in Anatolian Seljuq numismatics.

The first silver coin of Siyavus was found in 1943 by Osman Ferit Saglam, who also did the original research on the subject.
At the Third Congress on Turkish History, 15-20 November 1943, this scholar read a paper about the dirhem Siyavus had had
struck in Qunia dated 675 A.H. (1275 A.D.). This paper was entitled “Simdiye Kadar Gortilmiyen Cimri Sikkesi” (The
Hitherto Unseen Jimri Coin)!, and subsequently appeared as an article in the Turkish Historical Society publication Belleten,
n0.352. Osman Ferit Saglam’s coin from 675 A.H. is also discussed in Ibrahim Hakki Konyali’s book Aksehir, published in
1945.3 Then in 1949 Osman Ferit Saglam published a pamphlet in Turkish, French and English with the same title as the
above-mentioned paper giving extensive information about Siyavus and the coin.? Ibrahim Artuk of the Istanbul Archaeolo-
gical Museums, in an article he published in the Tarih Dergisi of the Istanbul University Faculty of LettersS in 1958, gave an
historical survey of the period of Siyavus as well as publishing a dinar struck by Siyavus in Qunia in 675 A.H. from the collec-
tion of the late Istanbul Municipal Theatre actor, Behzad Butak. Following this publication, Serafettin Erel, a jeweller, pub-
lished in a pamphlet entitled ““Nadir Birka¢ Sikke”” (Some Rare Coins), which appeared in 1963,6 a dirhem struck by Siyavus
in Qunia in 676 A.H. Ibrahim Hakki Konyali again discussed the dirhem struck by Siyavus in Qunia in 675 A.H. in his Konya
Tarihi (History of Qunia), published in 1964.7 In the catalogue of Islamic coins compiled by the eminent numismatists Ibra-
him and Cevriye Artuk,8 the first volume of which appeared in 1971, the dinar struck by Siyavus in Qunia.in 675 A.H. was
again published together with an illustration by Behzad Butak. In Cevriye Artuk’s article, “III. Keyhiisrev ve Sahte Selguklu
Sultani Cimri Adina Kesilen Sikkeler’” (Coins Struck in the Name of Kaykhusraw III and the False Seljuq Sultan Jimri), which
appeared in the Malazgird Armagani published by the Turkish Historical Society in 1972,% the dinar struck by Siyavus in
Qunia in 675 A.H. (no.1166 in the above-mentioned catalogue) as well as the dirhems minted in the same city in 675 and 676
A H. were again discussed. Yet another study of the coins of Siyavus is the second brochure in a series of numismatic publica-
tions by the Yapi-Kredi Bank.!? The dinar Siyavus struck in Qunia in 675 A.H. as well as the dirhems minted in the same city
in 675 and 676 A.H. are published in this brochure together with another dirhem bearing the date 675 A.H. which, most un-
usually, exhibits the names of both Qunia and Lu’lu’a.!!

I have recently discovered a dirhem struck by Siyavus in Lu’lu’a in 676 A.H.12 In presenting it here to the scholarly world, it
is my hope that this paper will constitute an appropriate supplement to the studies and investigations previously published on
the subject.

Brief Historical Survey

Siyavus was a Turcoman dervish who claimed to be the son of Kaykawus II. To insult him, he was later given the nickname of
Jimri (the Miser).13 Siyavus was proclaimed as sultan by Mehmed Beg, the Qaramanid who rebelled against Kaykhusraw III,
the ruler of Mongol dominated Seljuqid territory.!* Mehmed Beg laid siege to Qunia, which was defended by Amin al-Din
Mika’il, the regent (Na’ib) of the Sultan Kaykhusraw III,!5 and captured the city on 7 Zilhijja 675 (12 May 1277).16 He then
raised Siyavus to the Seljuqid throne on 14 Zilhijja 675 (19 May 1277)17 Following this, the khutba was read and coins were
minted in Siyavus’s name.!8 Meanwhile Mehmed Beg, having appointed himself Jimri’s vizier, succeeded in changing the offi-
cial language of the state from Persian to Turkish.!® When he heard, however, that Sahib Juwayni, the Ilkhanid vizier, had
moved to Qunia, he withdrew with his Qaramanli Turcomans to the region of Armanak taking Siyavus with them.20 Siyavus’s
thirty-seven-day sultanate in Qunia was thereby brought to an end.2!

Sahib Juwayni withdrew to his winter barracks at Qazova near Toqat. In the winter of 676 (1277-78) sultan Kaykhusraw III
and his vizier Sahib Fakhr al-Din ©Ali moved against the Qaramanids and together with Mongol forces led by Guhurga Noyin
entered the plain of Mut.22 When Mehmed Beg heard that the Seljug-Mongol army was coming, he put Siyavus into safekeep-
ing by sending him to one of the citadels at I¢-il. Soon after, he advanced with his two brothers, his cousin and a few men in
order to investigate the situation for himself. At this moment, he was pursued by a vanguard patrol of Mongol and Turcoman
soldiers that he encountered on a hilltop. He was cornered in a narrow pass at Qurbaghahisari and was killed together with his
two brothers and his cousin.23

When the Qaramanids had been murdered, Siyavus withdrew in the direction of Dawalu-qarahisar. But Kaykhusraw III and
his vizier Fakhr al-Din CAli set out in pursuit of Siyavus’s forces and they advanced until they reached his army at Pinarbashi
near Dawalu-qarahisar.24 In the battle that was fought in Muharram 677 (May-June 1278),25 most of Siyavus’s army was
destroyed. Siyavus himself fled, but was seized by the Turcomans in the retinue of Kermianli ©Alishir-oghli Husam al-Din and
brought to the presence of Kaykhusraw III. Finally at the sultan’s command he was put to a brutal death.26




Dinars and Dirhems of Siyavus and special features of his coins
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The Anatolian Seljuq Sultan Siyavus used two different titles on his dinars and dirhems: “al-Sultan al-a°zam’’ (The Greatest
Sultan) and, because he ruled as an absolute sultan over all of Anatolia west of Anqara27, “Abu al-fath” (The Conqueror).

Tawki®s34 or imperial signatures were used for the first time on the coins of Kaykhusraw 1. This ruler’s Tawki¢ consisted of
the Arabic expression “al-Minnatu lillah” (Grace and Kindness are unique to Allah), which was also used on the coins of Siya-
vus.

The year is indicated on these coins either in Arabic words or in Arabic numerals. ‘“Diwani numerals”35 were also used. An
“0” in the one’s place, for example, meant 5 in the Ottoman script, while a “% ™ in the ten’s place meant the number 70 as
Diwani numerals.

Standard purity and Weight of the Siyavus Coins

The basic unit of the Anatolian Seljugs’ monetary system was the silver coin known as the “Dirhem” or «CAdad”.36 Seljuq
dirhems were also called “Aqcha-i Rum’’37. Since the standard purity of all Seljuq dirhems varied between 80 and 90%,38 it is
only natural that the dirhems of Siyavus would conform to this.

The dirhems struck by the Anatolian Seljugs were ““Orfi dirhems’’3® of 16 qarats.*? Like the Abbasid dirhems on which
they were modelled, they were also 16 qarat but with an official weight of 3.086 grams.42 These dirhems were subsumed and
standardized under a system of coinage encompassing all the lands ruled by the Ilkhanid Ghazan Mahmud Khan (694-703 =
1295-1304) in the year 696 A.H. (1296-97 A.D.) Until an order was issued to base all units of weight on the Tabriz mithqal
(a weight of 1% drams),43 these coins continued to be minted at a weight of generally 13 - 16 qarats. In the year mentioned,
Ghazan Khan, in a reform of the monetary system, ordered the dirhems of the Anatolian Seljugs, who were his vassals, to be
minted at a weight half the 24-qarat 4.086 gram Tabriz mithqal, i.e. at the weight of qarats, 2.304 grams#*, and the official
weight of 3.086 grams continued to be used until this date. The dirhems of Siyavus, for example, which were minted before
Ghazan Khan’s reform of the monetary system, weigh close to the official dithem weight. An examination of the weight of
four Siyavus dirhems reveals that these dirhems are slightly lighter than the official dirhem of 3.086 grams, the heaviest
weighing 0.98 of the official one or 3.02 grams and the lightest weiging 0.92 of the official one or 2.85 grams.

The official dinar weight of the Anatolian Seljugs was 24 qarats and 4.81 grams.#5 This is heavier than the “COrfi mithqal”
of Egypt,*¢ which was also 24 qarats but weighed 4.68 grams. Nevertheless, an examination of all the dinars (gold coins)
minted by this state has shown that their weight varied between 3.72 and 5.40 grams but that most of them weighed between
4.40 and 4.45 grams. The dinars of Siyavus that we have discussed here, which were minted in Qunia in 675 A.H., weigh 8.65
and 8.90 grams respectively,*? indicating that they must be regarded as “Double Dinars”.

Footnotes

Dr. Aykut has provided a full set of footnotes, only a selection of which are reproduced here. Members wishing to have the full set should con-
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and weighs 14 qarats.
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